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from growing, particularly amongst

agency folks. Operating budgets are ..
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See details below. Please make
| would like to announce that the nomination committee se- your reservations now.
lected Babcock Ranch and its manager Arnie Sarlo for the
2009 Florida Stewardship Award. Congratulations Arnie! | think this is a great choice and that
Babcock Ranch will show very well in the National Stewardship contest in Denver, or as it is
officially know the Excellence in Rangeland Management competition. Babcock Ranch is a very
diverse and well run operation and truly deserving of this honor.

The fall tour will take place at Babcock Ranch on Thursday, October 29, 2009. More informa-
tion on that is in this newsletter. | know, this is a week later than we had originally planned, but
that is just the way it worked out. We must remain flexible. After the field tour we plan a busi-
ness meeting of the Society at which we will elect a new slate of officers. | hope we will have
our nominees in place in time for this newsletter, but as of this moment that is still up in the air.
Whoever they may be, | wish them the best of luck in the coming year, and while | may miss
being the president, | will make the best of returning to my position on the council. | would like
to thank the membership for a great year and look forward to the coming year.

I know this article is short, but I just ran out of words.
Bob Nelson, President



Tour Information

The Florida Section of the Society for Range Management (SRM) will hold its fall meeting and tour
at the Babcock Ranch. The Babcock Ranch is receiving the first annual Grazing Lands Stewardship
Award from the Florida Section of the Society of Range Management and the Florida Grazing Lands
Coalition. This award recognizes contributions to the ranching community in the areas of grazing
and wildlife management. http://www.babcockwilderness.com/home.htm

The SRM meeting and tour will begin on Thursday, October 29th at 9:00 AM. The field tour will begin
at the ranch headquarters at 9:30 AM located on HWY 31 in Charlotte County.

Coming south from Bradenton on I-75, take exit 164 (toward Arcadia), merge onto Duncan Road/
US-17. Turn east/right on Bermont Road, proceed approximately 15 miles and turn south on HWY
31 approximately 6 miles and the Ranch Wilderness tour is on the left. Coming north from Naples on
I-75 take exit 143 head East on Route 78 to State Road 31 and go North 9 miles - Look for Tour
Entrance on right.

Registration will begin at 9:00 a.m.; the opening comments and tour will begin at 9:30 a.m. T 11:30
a.m. and lunch will be served from 11:30 a.m. i 1pm. Presentation will follow after lunch. The day
will end at approximately 2:00 p.m. - 2:30 p.m. The Florida business meeting will be held
Immediately following the tour and end at approximately 3:30 p.m.

Registration fee (includes lunch):
Pre-Registration $15.00 for SRM members
Pre-Registration $20.00 for non -members
Late Registration $30.00

Please send in your registration as soon as possible.

The intent of this Field Day is to provide part:.
anticipated that the participants will utilize the knowledge to achieve the established goals and ob-
jective of NRCS, SWCDs, and Clients. Topics to be discussed include:

1 Ranching Operations
1 Grazing Management
1 Private/Public Partnership

For additional information on this meeting, contact Brandee Williams at (941) 729-6804 or
brandee.williams@fl.usda.gov or Chad Ellis (352) 338 1 9532 or chad.ellis@fl.usda.gov.

(Sorry for the | ateness of this information. @AOu
between organizers and the editor. )
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Florida Section - Society for Range Management 2009 Fall Tour at Babcock R anch
Thursday, Odober 29 - 9:30 AM to 2:30 AM
Pre-registration Form (Check Appropriate Box)

SRM Member $15.00 | Non-SRM Member $20.00

Baboock Ranch Tour I | Late Registration $30.00
Please Specify: Yegetarian Mon Yegetarian

Mame: | Affiliation:

Address:

P hone: | e4nail:

Please fill oat the forn above and mail with a check to:
Pete Deal

£84 AWIN CIR CLE, SE

Palm Bay, FL 32909
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HABITAT INSPECTION TIME?

Everyone is familiar with the yearly vehicle inspections required to drive a vehicle on public roads. This practice was
established many years ago as a way of ensuring that the vehicles we meet on the roads are safe and roadworthy. Now

|l etd6s change our thinking from vehicles to your ranch or
would it pass? In order to maintain and develop the quality of the deer you hunt, you need to know ways of evaluating

the habitat you own or lease.

We know that all l iving organi sms need food, cover, and

W ¢

at managing the food component, since it can be easily sec¢

largely made up by their deliberate selection of the best of what forages are available at any given time. Forbs, or

broadleaf weeds, are taken first because they furnish the most protein and digestible matter per unit eaten. To compare

forbs to our diet would be like eating prime rib , or whatever your favorite cut is. Browse, or the tender shoots, twigs and

|l eaves of trees and shrubs, make up the bulk of a deerds
protein or as digestible as forbs and would compare to eating hamburger for us. When you go into a buffet restaurant,

we always look to see what the choicest meat entrée is available; never do we look to see if they have a tray of bologna .
Deer make these same choices every day, trying to eat the best diet they can find. By monitoring their habitat, you can
determine if they have more prime rib, or more hamburger, to eat each day, which will influence how well they do.

Do you know if the deer on your place have enough groceries to live and grow? Looking at the plants that have bite
marks will start your education on what deer have to eat on your ranch. An easy way to visually measure degree of
browse use is to install browsing exclosures or cages around desirable browse. Small oaks, hackberry or any species
that you see moderate to heavy use on can be caged. A sixteen foot cattle panel can be bent into a circle and wired to a
couple of tee posts driven into the ground for stability. Old rolls of net wire can be shaped into circular cages of 4-6 feet
in diameter and at least 5 feet in height to serve as a cage. Find two of the same browse species and install cage around
one and leave other plant exposed to browsing. Monitor this for a year, and you will be amazed at the amount of new
growth that flourishes from within the cage. The time to install these cages is before new growth begins in the spring.
You can then visually see how much browse the animals are consuming.

During late winter, few forbs are available on most ecological sites so deer will browse shrubs and trees for most of their
daily intake. Use of these browse plants can be easily measured. Degree of use of annual browse growth can be divided
into Light (40%), Moderate (40-65%) or Heavy use (>65%). Light use is less stressful to the plant but does not result in
efficient use of available forage. Moderate use should be your goal for efficient use of the yearly forage. Moderate use
will maintain healthy browse in its present condition. However if the rangeland is overgrazed moderate use will not allow
good quality browse plants to reproduce and browse production will

spiral downward. Heavy use will result in bonsai looking shrubs with few shoots of new growth. Continued heavy use will
result in death of shrubs and trees

that cannot escape the reach of

browsing mouths. By conducting a

habitat inspection on your deer 0s

available browse use each year,

and learning which plants the deer

prefer, you can make a relevant

contribution to their health and well

being each year.

Just I|i ke on your car, the deerds
ecosystem runs better when all of
the parts are in good working
order. As the driver of this
ecosystem, you can play a great
part in the insuring all of the parts
are working if you conduct your
yearly inspection by monitoring
forage use and adjusting your
management to encourage growth
of preferred plants and
establishment of new plants.
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